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Role and Function of Music in Asakusa

Abstract

In any Japanese festival, music is al-
ways involved. This is not only because mu-
sic provides the attendees with a lot of joy
and fun in the festival itself, but the music
also plays important roles and duties in the
community as well. The objective of this
study was to investigate the characteristics
of Asakusa music, as well as to study the
roles and function of this kind of music in
the community. Various methods were em-
ployed, including ethnomusicology, study of
the pertinent literature, field data gathering,
and interviewing people in the community.

The Asakusa Kannon Festival has
music components just as in other re-
gions, both in terms of lyrics and music.
The musical instruments are comprised
of Taiko (Drums of various sizes), Takebue
(Flutes) and Atari-Kane (Gong). Other than
music, Asakusa also has various types of
dance which can be performed by males,
females, children, older people, and so on.
Other than providing joy and fun, another
object of the Asakusa Kannon Festival is to
create team building among the people in
the community via performing as well as

practicing this type of music. Moreover, the

Kannon Festival

Asakusa Kannon Festival also provides an
opportunity for the older generation to pass
on the national tradition and culture to the
younger generation. In addition, the Asaku-
sa Kannon Festival helps to bring back those
that work far away from the community to
the community by joining the festival. This
is perhaps the most important strength that
the Asakusa Kannon Festival gives to the
community.

The tradition and culture of the
Asakusa Kannon Festival are far more im-
portant than just being an entertaining
event; it also builds strength for the com-
munity and passes on the tradition from
one generation to another. Even though
Japan today has far more advancements in
technology compared to many countries in
the world, it has never ignored the impor-
tance of the tradition and culture of their
own national identity in various types of arts
and performances, as can be seen with the

Asakusa Kannon Festival.

words
role and function, music, festival,

Asakusa
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